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Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
(Frances Ridley Havergal 1836-1879)
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These are the words to the
first verse of a well known
hymn found in our 1982
Hymnal. Many of us have
known it since childhood. I
love them because they
speak to the leaning of the
heart, even when there is
little evidence to confirm it!
They were written by
Frances Ridley Havergal, a
brilliant scholar, poet and
musician. The words came
out of an experience
where she had placed her
life into God’s hands that
she might bring hope to a
small community of people
in deep need. God heard
her prayer and used her to
lift those gathered from
lives of despair into lives
renewed with a sense of
purpose and mission. On
the last night of her visit,
she was too filled with joy
to sleep. As she lay in bed
she recommitted herself to
God’s purpose. From those
moments of being embraced by the One who
loved her, she penned this
hymn.

my attention, and so appropriate during this
Stewardship Season in the
church:

The poem continues asking
God to take her hands, her
feet, her voice, and her lips
that they might serve the
world around her on God’s
behalf. One verse caught

Take my love; my Lord, I
pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for thee

Take my silver and my gold;
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt
choose

I find it so interesting that
she pairs the giving of our
means with the offering of
our minds. They both
need to work in tandem, it
seems. It’s usually our
heads that confuse our
heart’s impulse towards
generosity. Noticing this is
helpful to me. I can find
lots of ways to argue myself out of giving. I can
fear shortage or imagine
others will pick up the
slack. As I reflect, those
times when I don’t “think”
about giving are often the
most joyful moments of all!
Her poem concludes with
these words:

This is the poet’s way of
imitating Jesus’ words:
“Into your (God’s) hands I
commend my spirit.” It is
about taking up a daily
posture of trust. The author of these words lived a
difficult life. She suffered
from poor health most of
her days and died at only
forty two years of age.
Somehow, in the face of
her struggles, she found
comfort “composing” herself within God’s loving
embrace. May we find
ways during this season of
thanksgiving and generosity to daily place our lives
into God’s unfailing care.
Blessings,
Lynell+
The Rev. Canon Lynell Walker
Priest-in-Charge
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
My name is Dori Darring-

by Dori Darrington
these experiences are

Beginning this ministry, I

ton and I am a member of considered assets. They

have agreed to attend 50

St. Paul’s Church. I have

give an individual the gift

hours of class preparation

just started Stephen Minis-

of empathy for another

and will be assigned a

try training held at Trinity

person.

care receiver upon the

Episcopal Cathe-

Stephen Ministry is made

completion of my train-

dral. What is Stephen Min- up of lay people -- just like ing. This training is not goistry? It is a national, non- you and me -- who train
ing to be an easy task as I
denominational program

to provide one-on-one

am still working full time

headquartered in St. Louis, support to our brothers
Missouri. Joining this proand sisters in Christ who
gram, I have become
are experiencing a diffi-

with the State of California

part of a 30-year tradition

sion from Cancer, waiting

cult time. I've had difficult

and have a retired husband, who is now in remis-

of service started by Can-

times -- death of my

for me at home. Even

on Winnie Gaines, the first

parents, divorce, suicide,

with being so busy, I fig-

woman ordained to the
priesthood in the Episcopal Diocese of Northern
California who recently
passed away. In my first
training session, current

ured when/how am I godiabetes, stroke,
cancer. These are part
and parcel of my past,
what I've encountered
along my journey.

ing to do this? I decided
now was the best option,
as God is always with us,
even in the eye of a
storm.

Stephen Ministers gave a
heart-felt tribute to Winnie,
sharing wonderful stories
about her loving ministry
at Trinity Cathedral.
One of the things I have
learned going into the
program is that those dark
"life experiences" we all
have are actually something of value. In fact,

Grieving any loss is such
an individual thing and
let's face it, everyone

I am very grateful to be a
part of St. Paul's church

needs someone who will

and now, a part of this

take the time to just listen,

ministry. I will write on this

to be there with us. This is

topic again and will share

the true gift of Stephen

some insights I receive in

Ministry -- bringing Christ’s

the course of train-

love into the world, caring ing. Blessings! Dori
for people during a time
of need.

Come Ye Thankful People, Come
In-gathering Sunday
November 8th
Bring your Pledge Cards
Michael and Lisa Lawson will provide music at the 10AM service

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

by Doug Clay

The Education Ministry Group will present several learning opportunities for the autumn through the end
of the year. We invite you to participate in these interesting and exciting learning and discussion sessions:
Rev. Anne Slakey will continue leading Saturday Mini-Retreats. The sessions will be held in the church building from
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Class dates are: November 7, and December 12. Mark your calendars and make plans to
attend…..keep watch for more details such as which classes will be presented on which Saturday.

Approaching Advent, various members of the Education Ministry Group will be leading study sessions on
Sundays from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in November and December. The study is based on the Book of
Ruth, “a powerful and beautifully written story….about the nature of loving neighbor and enemy. Ruth
shows us what life could be and should be when all are treated with the same kind of self-giving acts of
loving-kindness that God showers on us.” The sessions will be presented on November 15, November 22,
November 29, December 6, and December 13. Mark your calendars and make plans to attend…..keep
watch for more information on this most interesting study.

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

by Loreen Kleinschmidt

CALENDARS, CALENDARS, do you have extra 2016 calendars? Bring them to church! Put them in the collection
basket at the back table in the nave and we will send them
to Seamen’s Church Institute (SCI) in Oakland for distribution
to mariners as part of the SCI Christmas at Sea program.
Do you knit or crochet? Another part of the Christmas at Sea
program is distributing knitted gifts. Since 1898, during the
Spanish American War, volunteers of the Seamen’s Church
Institute have knitted, collected, packed, and distributed
gifts to mariners who are miles away from home during the
holidays. The gift consists of a hand-knit garment, a personal
letter, and information on SCI’s services for mariners. For
more information on this program, including patterns and
yarns, visit http://seamenschurch.org/christmas-at-sea .
If you would like to visit SCI-Bay Area in the port of Oakland,
please talk with Loreen Kleinschmidt. Maybe we can put
together a little field trip to deliver what we have collected.

Budget Summary as of September 30, 2015

by Doug Clay
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Budgeted Income
Pledge
Giver of record
Loose plate
Special offerings
Interest
Building use
Altar guild
Budget enhancement
Wedding
Funeral
Budgeted income

TREASURER’S CORNER

Budgeted Expense
Office/telephone
Insurance & taxes
Repairs & maintenance
Utilities
Subtotal

YTD actual
52,242
1,759
2,215
1,377
61
2,920
423
4,470
350
67,093

YTD Budget
49,500
7,500
2,650
2,625
56
2,400
372
5,746
__________

70,827

3,190
7,052
4,243
7,585
22,070

4,087
6,750
2,250
6,750
19,837

Diocese apportionment
Altar guild
Rainy Day Fund
Stewardship
Other Programs
Outreach
Subtotal

6,829
2,824
1,603

7,500
2,218
1,698

60
3,480
14,796

2,437
13,903

Wedding payroll
Payroll
Budgeted Expense

41,998
78,863

41,892
75,582

Net Ordinary Income

(11,770)

(4,754)

Other Income
Building fund
Music fund
Restricted Income
Misc. Non-Budget Income
Non-Budgeted Income
Other Expense
Building fund expense
Music expense
Other non-budgeted

7,251
230
3,179
365
10,780

4,500
741
1,581
6,822
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STEWARDSHIP IN-GATHERING

by Chris Cacciatore

Hello Good People,
On Sunday, November 8th, we will invite members and friends of St. Paul’s to bring their 2016 Pledge Cards
and place them in the offering plate to be blessed at both the 8am and 10am services.
The Annual Pledge is based on the spiritual principles of stewardship and on the teachings of Jesus. All that
we have and all that we are comes from God. As a way to thank God for all blessings, we return a portion
of the personal and financial gifts given to us.
All gifts are needed and appreciated as together we continue our ministries to all who come through our
doors and to those we touch in our community.
This is our time and our place. Let us share with grace and joy.

MANY VOICES, ONE VESTRY

by Carolyn Konrad, Sr. Warden

Your Vestry invites you to a Dinner of Thanksgiving in celebration of our abundance of blessings at St.
Paul’s. It’s a time to give thanks for all who give and give and give – with time and talent and resources
and energy and faith -- to keep our church family alive and thriving.

It is a lovely thing to see our church transformed into a white-tablecloth café, ready to serve dinner and
friendship. There will be delicious food from Bucca di Beppo, prepared just for you, our guests.

Plan to come, joining together as we celebrate a year of giving and blessings.

Saturday, November 21
6:00 PM
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CONCERT OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. PAUL’S

By Carolyn Konrad

What a beautiful thing it is to hear and see and be surrounded by the
richness of music at St. Paul’s. We have some wonderful opportunities
to enjoy classical concerts in our church coming up in December.
The first weekend, Friday and Saturday, December 4th and 5th, 7:30pm,
will bring our friends, Sacramento Baroque Soloists with Mark and Lisa
Lawson. Harpsichord, violin, viola, cello, performed by some of
Sacramento's finest musicians, will fill our amazing acoustics.
That same weekend, Sunday December 6th at 4:30pm, Chamber Music
Society of Sacramento brings its lovely music to an afternoon concert.
These are premiere local artists, renowned musicians who play, teach
and perform locally -- Mozart, Bach, Brandenburg Concerto No. 2.
Then coming up Thursday evening, December 17 at 7:30,
Renaissance Choir returns, led by Lee Lovallo, long-time friend of
St. Paul's, and including our own Rev. Anne Slakey.
Plan ahead to set aside time for these fine concerts.

PARISH WORKDAY
Come for an hour; come for the morning. Bring your rakes and dust
cloths to our Work Day.
Saturday, November 14th, 9am to noon.
Time to prepare our beautiful church for Advent and holiday
events. It's amazing how much we can accomplish together as a
team. Coffee and donuts will be waiting for you. Make it a joyous
offering!

CHRISTMAS POST OFFICE
Our Christmas post office will resume on the first day of Advent, November
29th and will stay up through just after Christmas. This is an opportunity to post your
cards without charge by placing recipients' cards in their personalized bag (one
per family). A list of all current parishioners will be placed in your bag so that you
won't miss anyone. Contact Mark Kane if you aren't on the list and wish to be included.

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
It has been two years since our church directory was last published, and
of course, as a reflection of life changes, we need to offer an opportunity to amend our listings as well as add newer people since the directory's
publication. Mark Kane will be the point person to receive those changes through the end of December, so please let him know if there are corrections to be added to your listing. Thank you!

SACK LUNCH MINISTRY
We assemble sack lunches the last Sunday of every month following the
10:00 AM service in the Parish Hall. We distribute over 200 lunches to the
homeless throughout the month.
We need the following items: Protein (Vienna sausages, tuna, chicken),
fruit cups, juice, pudding or snack cups, granola bars, napkins, and plastic spoons.
Please bring nonperishable, easy-to-open single serve items. For anyone
who is unable to shop but would like to contribute, you can make a donation. Please just note on the check or cash envelope that it is for the
"Sack Lunch Program."
Upcoming sack lunch assembly dates:
November 29, 2015
December 27, 2015

1430 J Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916)446-2620

O PEN H EARTS,
O PEN M INDS

Like us on Facebook
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
Sacramento, CA

VISIT US ONLINE
WWW. STPAULSSACRAMENTO. ORG
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